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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Restriction/Election 

1. In the action filed 9/12/2008, the following has occurred: Applicant has 
responded to the Restriction/Election filed 8/26/2008. Applicant has elected Claims 1-25 
& 28, without traverse. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12/22/2005 was 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-20, 22-25 & 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Su US 2002/0026380 A1 in view of Keech 2002/0029342 A1 . 



As per claim 1 (original) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method for authorizing 
mandates of payment through credit instruments, wherein a user purchases at least one 
item of goods and/or at least one service in a commercial site in exchange for the 
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payment of an amount of money, the user being the owner of at least one credit 
instrument, which is issued by an issuing institution (21) and univocally determined by 
credit instrument identification data, and of a telephone (20), which is provided with the 
functionality of sending and receiving radiotelephony messages ("A shopper is 
preferably recommended to have a membership or establish an account with the ESS 
35 of the shopping center 5. With an established membership or account, a shopper 8 
may be able to receive expedited service. A shopper 8 can establish an account by 
using a local ECS 20, by which the shopper is instructed to interact with the ESS 35." 
Su US 2002/0026380 A1 U [0049]), 
the method comprising the phases of: 

A. the issuing institution checks the validity of the credit instrument ("More specifically, 
the shopper is instructed to input information such as name and address and the ESS 
35 checks and stores the input information and issues to the shopper a user 
identification and password for future accessing services provided by the shopping 
center. The information may further include the shopper's credit card(s) information." Su 
US 2002/0026380 A1 U [0049]), and 

Su US 2002/0026380 A1 fails to explicitly teach: 

B. the issuing institution sends to the commercial site a confirmation or refusal of 
authorization of the mandate of payment, depending on the outcome of the check, the 
method being characterized in that it comprises the following preliminary phase ("The 
shopper then confirms the orders and proceeds to pay by selecting button 760. The 
order information is then send to the ESS 35 for processing. The order processing may 
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include the ESS 35 calculating the total amount due and sending new Web pages 
requesting payment methods from shopper, the ESS verifying payment methods and 
settling the payment." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 1f [0104]): 

C. sending from the user's telephone (20) to a radiotelephony message managing 
device (22} of a service center (21) of the issuing institution a radiotelephony message 
comprising a commercial site identification code, the amount of money and/or 
instrument identification data and/or user identification data and/or telephone 
identification data, the commercial site identification code and the amount of money 
being inputted by the user during composition of the message. 

Keech US 2002/0029342 A1 teaches "The characters selected from the pseudo-random 
string form the volatile identification code which is then input into the at least one 
electronic communications device and transmitted to the electronic computer for 
verification. Alternatively, the volatile identification code may be transmitted to the 
electronic computer by way of the specific electronic communication device. If the 
volatile identification code received by way of the electronic computer corresponds to an 
expected volatile identification code calculated by the electronic computer applying the 
mask code to the pseudo-random string, a positive identification is taken to have been 
made." (Keech 2002/0029342 A1 U [0010]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include sends to the commercial site a confirmation or refusal of authorization of the 
mandate of payment and commercial site identification code, the amount of money 
and/or instrument identification data and/or user identification data and/or telephone 
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identification data as taught by Keech 2002/0029342 A1 in the system of Su US 
2002/0026380 A1 , since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, 
and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same function 
as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
results of the combination were predictable. 

As per claim 2 (original) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method according to 
claim 1. 

Su US 2002/0026380 A1 fails to explicitly teach that the instrument identification data 
and/or the user identification data and/or the telephone identification data are 
memorized in the telephone (20). 

Keech US 2002/0029342 A1 teaches "Both the electronic computer and the specific 
electronic communications device will have the mask code stored within their memories 
but will not communicate the mask code between each other except by way of a secure 
connection, ideally entirely separate from their normal means of communication." 
(Keech 2002/0029342 A1 U [0017]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include the instrument identification data and/or the user identification data and/or the 
telephone identification data memorized in the telephone as taught by Keech 
2002/0029342 A1 in the system of Su US 2002/0026380 A1, since the claimed 
invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element 
merely would have performed the same function as it did separately, and one of 
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ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the combination were 
predictable. 

As per claim 3 (original) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method according to 
claim 1, characterized in that the instrument identification data and/or the user 
identification data and/or the telephone identification data are inputted by the user 
during composition of the message. ("For example, a local ECS 20 may be a hand-held 
mobile phone or a mobile laptop compute with sufficiently installed software and 
hardware. A local ECS 20 of the preferred embodiment may further include input means 
that accepts audio instruction from a user. In an alternative embodiment, the input 
means of a local ECS 20 might be a touch sensitive screen." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 If 
[0042]) 

As per claim 4 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1 . 

Su US 2002/0026380 A1 fails to explicitly teach that the radiotelephony messages are 
SMS and/or MMS messages. 

Keech US 2002/0029342 A1 teaches "Where the specific electronic communications 
device is a mobile telephone or the like, the pseudo-random string may be transmitted 
in the form of a text message under the short messaging service (SMS) protocol. Other 
well-known communications protocols may be employed where appropriate, depending 
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on the nature of the specific electronic communications device." (Keech 2002/0029342 
A1 H [0015]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include the radiotelephony messages that are SMS and/or MMS messages as taught 
by Keech 2002/0029342 A1 in the system of Su US 2002/0026380 A1, since the 
claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each 
element merely would have performed the same function as it did separately, and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the combination 
were predictable. 

As per claim 5 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1, characterized in that the telephone (20) is a radiotelephone. ("In 
one embodiment of the electronic interface means 62, it is a wired communication port. 
In an alternative embodiment, an electronic interface means 62 is a wireless 
communication interface, such as an infrared or radio frequency (RF) wireless 
communication interface." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 If [0043]) 

As per claim 6 (original) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method according to 
claim 4. 

Su US 2002/0026380 A1 fails to explicitly teach that the telephone (20} is a cellular 
radiotelephone. 
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Keech US 2002/0029342 A1 teaches "The process is started in step 300 and in step 
310 the user contacts the server host of the present invention through a single channel 
device such as a personal computer, an internet connected hand held device, a cell 
phone or wireless phone, or any device that may support a web browser via a single 
communication channel." (Keech 2002/0029342 A1 If [0090]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include a telephone which is a cellular radiotelephone as taught by Keech 
2002/0029342 A1 in the system of Su US 2002/0026380 A1, since the claimed 
invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element 
merely would have performed the same function as it did separately, and one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the combination were 
predictable. 

As per claim 7 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1, characterized in that the commercial site is a commercial site 
accessible via computer through a network. ("It is an object of the present invention to 
provide to a shopper a local electronic-shopping (e-shopping) client system, which is 
connected through high speed network to an electronic-commerce server system of the 
shopping facility, such that the shopper will be able to obtain sufficient products/services 
information of the shopping facility in a fast, real-time fashion." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 
II [0014]) 
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As per claim 8 (original) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method according to 
claim 7, characterized in that the commercial site is a commercial site accessible via the 
Internet. ("The ESS 35 is also preferably connected to the Internet 55, whereby at least 
one remote client system 60, e.g., a home user computer, is connected and able to 
access the ESS 35. Then the remote client system 60 may carry out e-shopping 
(electronic shopping) in a similar fashion as a local ECS 20 does." Su US 2002/0026380 
A1 H [0041]) 

As per claim 9 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1, characterized in that the commercial site is an automatic cash 
dispenser. ("In an alternative embodiment, they can also be distributed through various 
locations in the shopping center such as retailer stores, restaurants, banks, and copy 
center etc." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 If [0021]) 

As per claim 10 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1. 

Su US 2002/0026380 A1 fails to explicitly teach that the SMS message managing 
device is incorporated in the service centre (21) of the issuing institution. 
Keech 2002/0029342 A1 teaches "When a person wishes to make a secure purchase, 
he or she submits the account number to the server, by way of e-mail or through the 
retailer's website, and the server then transmits the account details and purchase 
details to the main computer operated by the card issuer as before. An SMS message 
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containing the pseudo-random string is then transmitted to the person's mobile 
telephone, and the person then causes a volatile identification code to be generated 
and then submitted to the retailer's server from where it is transmitted to the main 
computer for verification before the transaction is authorized and funds released." 
(Keech 2002/0029342 A1 H [0029]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include an SMS message managing device incorporated in the service centre of the 
issuing institution as taught by Keech 2002/0029342 A1 in the system of Su US 
2002/0026380 A1 , since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, 
and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same function 
as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
results of the combination were predictable. 

As per claim 11 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1 . 

Su US 2002/0026380 A1 fails to explicitly teach that the SMS message managing 
device is a radiotelephony message managing server (22) which communicates with the 
service centre (21). 

Keech 2002/0029342 A1 teaches "A further useful security feature may be provided 
wherein, after the volatile identification code has been transmitted to the electronic 
computer for verification and found to match a volatile identification code generated by 
the electronic computer, the electronic computer may transmit a message to the mobile 
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telephone requesting that the person confirms that the transaction is authorized. The 
message may be sent in SMS or voicemail format, and may include details of the 
transaction. Only when the person responds affirmatively to the message by 
transmitting a confirmatory message from the mobile telephone to the electronic 
computer is the transaction finally authorized." (Keech 2002/0029342 A1 If [0028]) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include a radiotelephony message managing server which communicates with the 
service centre as taught by Keech 2002/0029342 A1 in the system of Su US 
2002/0026380 A1 , since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, 
and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same function 
as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
results of the combination were predictable. 

As per claim 12 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1, characterized in that it comprises the following phase after phase 
C: 

D. sending from the radiotelephony message managing device (22) of the service 
centre (21) to the user's telephone (20) a radiotelephony message comprising an 
information related to the confirmation or refusal of authorization of the mandate of 
payment. ("The shopper then confirms the orders and proceeds to pay by selecting 
button 760. The order information is then sent to the ESS 35 for processing. The order 
processing may include the ESS 35 calculating the total amount due and sending new 
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Web pages requesting payment methods from shopper, the ESS verifying payment 
methods and settling the payment." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 If [0104]) 

As per claim 13 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1, characterized in that the radiotelephony message sent during 
phase C further comprises a request of authorization of the mandate of payment. ("In 
step 345, the SMS 45 may close the communication session with the ESS 35. In step 
350, the SMS 45 calculates the total amount due and obtains payment from the 
customer. In step 355, the SMS 45 completes the check-out for the shopper and 
finishes the transaction. Thus the shopper receives the purchased products or the 
products are said being delivered to the shopper. In step 360, the SMS 45 is ready for a 
new check-out session and loops to step 300." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 [0089]) 
Examiner notes that Su US 2002/0026380 A1 uses SMS to refer to the Shopping 
Management System rather than the short messaging service (SMS) protocol. 

As per claim 14 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1, characterized in that it further comprises the following phases after 
phase C: 

E. sending from the radiotelephony message managing device (22) of the service 
centre (21) to the user's telephone (20) a radiotelephony message comprising at least 
an information indicative of the commercial site and/or the amount of money ("The order 
processing may include the ESS 35 calculating the total amount due and sending new 
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Web pages requesting payment methods from shopper, the ESS verifying payment 
methods and settling the payment." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 If [0104]); 
F. the user inputs in the telephone (20) an indication related to the correctness of the 
information received by means of the message sent by the device (22) during phase E; 
the phase C being performed only if the user inputs an indication of confirmation of the 
correctness of the information received by means of the message sent by the device 
(22) during phase E. ("The shopper then confirms the orders and proceeds to pay by 
selecting button 760. The order information is then sent to the ESS 35 for processing." 
Su US 2002/0026380 A1 U [0104]) 

As per claim 15 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 11, characterized in that the telephone (20) is provided with an 
operating mode for using credit instruments which is selectable by the user. ("More 
specifically, the shopper is instructed to input information such as name and address 
and the ESS 35 checks and stores the input information and issues to the shopper a 
user identification and password for future accessing services provided by the shopping 
center. The information may further include the shopper's credit card(s) information." Su 
US 2002/0026380 A1 U [0049]) 

As per claim 16 (original) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method according to 
claim 15, characterized in that the operating mode comprises operations of checking the 
user's entitlement based on the input of passwords. ("More specifically, the shopper is 
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instructed to input information such as name and address and the ESS 35 checks and 
stores the input information and issues to the shopper a user identification and 
password for future accessing services provided by the shopping center." Su US 
2002/0026380 A1 If [0049]) 

As per claim 17 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 15. 

Su US 2002/0026380 A1 fails to explicitly teach that in the operating mode for using 
credit instruments the user selects a credit instrument. 

Keech 2002/0029342 A1 teaches "A person may have more than one account with the 
card issuer, and may accordingly select or be assigned more than one mask code, one 
for each account." (Keech 2002/0029342 A1 If [0030]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include an operating mode for using credit instruments the user selects a credit 
instrument as taught by Keech 2002/0029342 A1 in the system of Su US 2002/0026380 
A1, since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the 
combination each element merely would have performed the same function as it did 
separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of 
the combination were predictable. 
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As per claim 18 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 15, characterized in that it further comprises the following phase prior 
to phase C: 

G. sending from the radiotelephony message managing device (22) of the service 
centre (21) to the user's telephone (20) a predefined radiotelephony message, 
comprising blank fields related to the commercial site identification code and/or the 
amount of money which are filled by the user. ("An ECS Profile Database 110 is used 
by the shopping center to maintain and monitor the usage log information of local ECSs 
20. The database includes a plurality of records, each associated with a different local 
ECS 20. Each record generally includes fields for a local ECS 20 the ECS's 
identification assigned by the ESS 35, the IP address assigned by the ESS, the ECS's 
system configuration information, the location of the ECS and the log information file 
name." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 U [0057]) 

As per claim 19 (currently amended) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 15, whon dopond i ng, characterized in that it further comprises the 
following phase after phase D: 

H. saving transaction data in the telephone (20) preferably under selection by the user. 
("An ECS Profile Database 110 is used by the shopping center to maintain and monitor 
the usage log information of local ECSs 20." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 U [0057]) 
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As per claim 20 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 15. 

Su US 2002/0026380 A1 fails to explicitly teach that the operating mode for using credit 
instruments comprises a selectable sub-mode for setting data related to a credit 
instrument which are memorized in the telephone (20). Keech 2002/0029342 A1 
teaches "A person may have more than one account with the card issuer, and may 
accordingly select or be assigned more than one mask code, one for each account." 
(Keech 2002/0029342 A1 U [0030]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include a selectable sub-mode for setting data related to a credit instrument which 
are memorized in the telephone as taught by Keech 2002/0029342 A1 in the system of 
Su US 2002/0026380 A1 , since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old 
elements, and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same 
function as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized 
that the results of the combination were predictable. 

As per claim 22 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1, characterized in that, after phase C, the service centre (21) of the 
issuing institution transmits to a user's email address an email message reporting the 
confirmation or refusal of authorization of the mandate of payment. ("The update may 
involve creating a new record for the new product added to the store or simply 
modifying certain fields, e.g. increasing the number of units in stock of an existing 
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product. The ESS 35 may then send a confirmation back to the SMS 45." Su US 
2002/0026380 A1 If [0092]) 

As per claim 23 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1, characterized in that the credit instrument is a credit card. ("More 
specifically, 

the shopper is instructed to input information such as name and address and the ESS 
35 checks and stores the input information and issues to the shopper a user 
identification and password for future accessing services provided by the shopping 
center. The information may further include the shopper's credit card(s) information." Su 
US 2002/0026380 A1 U [0049]) 

As per claim 24 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1, characterized in that the credit instrument comprises a magnetic 
stripe and/or an electronic chip. ("In an alternative embodiment, an external electronic 
device 64 is a Smart Card and a corresponding electronic interface means 62 is a 
Smart Card reader." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 H [0043]) 

As per claim 25 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim. 24, characterized in that the telephone (20} is provided with at least 
one slot comprising an interface for reading the magnetic stripe and/or the electronic 
chip of credit instruments so as to read credit instrument data to be inserted in the 
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radiotelephony message sent during phase C. ("The shopping center 5 preferably 
further includes storage units 68 that may be assigned by the shopping center to 
customers for storing personal item or purchased items. In the preferred embodiment, 
an Electronic-commerce Server System (ESS) 35 includes a server engine 70, a 
plurality of Web pages 72, an Inventory Management Subsystem (IMS) 75, a Customer 
Management Subsystem (CMS) 80, an Order and Delivery Management Subsystem 
(ODMS) 85." Su US 2002/0026380 A1 1f [0043]) 

26-27. (canceled) 

As per claim 28 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1. 

Su US 2002/0026380 A1 fails to explicitly teach that the telephone (20) is provided with 
an operating mode for using credit instruments which is selectable by the user. 
Keech 2002/0029342 A1 teaches "A person may have more than one account with the 
card issuer, and may accordingly select or be assigned more than one mask code, one 
for each account." (Keech 2002/0029342 A1 If [0030]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include a telephone provided with an operating mode for using credit instruments 
which is selectable by the user as taught by Keech 2002/0029342 A1 in the system of 
Su US 2002/0026380 A1, since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old 
elements, and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/561 ,91 8 Page 1 9 

Art Unit: 3696 

function as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized 
that the results of the combination were predictable. 

5. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Su US 
2002/0026380 A1 in view of Keech 2002/0029342 A1 in view of Sulla US 2002/0194304 
A1. 

As per claim 21 (previously presented) Su US 2002/0026380 A1 discloses a method 
according to claim 1 , 

Su US 2002/0026380 A1 in view of Keech 2002/0029342 A1 fails to explicitly teach that 
the radiotelephony message sent during phase C comprises the IMEI (International 
Mobile Equipment Identity) code of the telephone (20) and in that during phase A the 
issuing institution checks that the IMEI code corresponds to the user and/or to the 
radiotelephone and/or to the credit instrument. 

Sulla US 2002/0194304 A1 teaches "FIG. 7 shows an ISS server that would be used in 
such an embodiment to track requests and broadcast areas. As shown at 701, the IMEI 
(International Mobile Equipment Identity) of different PSAs (e.g., a cellular telephones) 
which requested P/S-lnfo. The IMEIs are used by the network to uniquely identify 
mobile communication stations; thus, each IMEI can also be associated with an 
individual user." (Sulla US 2002/0194304 A1 U [0075]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include the IMEI (International Mobile Equipment Identity) code as taught by Sulla US 
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2002/0194304 A1 in the system of Su US 2002/0026380 A1 in view of Keech 
2002/0029342 A1 , since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, 
and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same function 
as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
results of the combination were predictable 

Conclusion 

6. The following is prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

Aiura (JP-2001-351034A) teaches providing a credit card payment system using a 
portable telephone, which uses a network like the Internet and uses the portable 
telephone as a credit card. 

Ahmad-Aliyuddin (DE-0100 25 565 A1) teaches arrangement for acknowledging credit 
card payment transaction via mobile telephone having a central processing unit that 
sends data to mobile terminal in response data acquired by reader unit 

Chappuis (US 2003/0171993 A1) teaches a method for handling electronic payment 
transactions using a mobile terminal, to a software program for implementing such a 
method and to a telephone card for a mobile telephone in which such a software 
program is stored. 
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Soini (US 661 1693 B2) teaches a multi-service mobile station according to the invention 
comprises means for connecting the device by radio to telecommunication network in 
order to utilize typical mobile station services, such as speech and data services. 

Joyce (US 2002/0052754 A1) teaches a method and apparatus for providing mobile 
commerce, electronic commerce, customer care and communication services via a 
plurality of networks, including receiving in a roaming network from a user device, an 
identification number and a request for a service, forwarding from the roaming network, 
to a home network, the identification number, the request for the service, and adding a 
service provider identification number that relates to a service provider and a cost or 
rate of the service. 

Kumar (US 2002/0143634 A1) teaches a payment system and method of conducting a 
shopping transaction between a customer and a merchant utilizing an approval system 
over portable phone which controls the acceptance or rejection of the shopping 
transaction and a financial institution to provide credit or an account that can be debited 
to pay for the shopping transaction. 

Dominguez (US 20030200184 A1) teaches payment authentication service 
authenticates the identity of a payer during online transactions. 
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Lin (2003/0158783 A1) teaches a web shopping system and method for electronic 
devices accessible to the Internet. 

Chandar (US 2003/0004886 A1) teaches a method of public access computing 
comprises providing a computer system for accessing computer software applications, 
and selectively permitting access to the computer system with an electronic payment 
mechanism. 

Lee (US 2003/0001006 A1) teaches an apparatus for electronic payment with 
strengthened authentication capability that is even capable of selectively selling 
restricted sales commodities and providing an apparatus for electronic payment that is 
capable of a high speed processing of personal authentication and transaction 
information. 

Nakajima (US 2002/0130175 A1) teaches an electronic payment system for making 
electronic money payments for transactions with a payment terminal storing a balance 
of electronic money for payment by electronic money. 

Asghari-Kamrani (US 2002/0123935 A1) teaches a secure commerce system and 
method to increase security in Internet-based, phone-based, interactive television- 
based, mobile-based and wireless-based commerce utilized by a customer(s) to order 
goods and services from a merchant(s) or to pay bills. The system includes a 
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customer's financial institution that assists the customer to pay bills or to purchase the 
ordered goods and services and a business entity issuing a secure commerce card 
number (SCCN) for the customers to pay bills or to purchase the ordered goods and 
services without revealing confidential financial information. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald C. Vizvary whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3268. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ella Colbert can be reached on 571-272-6741. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-270-4268. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ella Colbert/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3696 

Gerald Vizvary 
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